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the old breed as such. If a flexibility of performance in a
variety of environments is desired, some genetic heterogeneity
can equally well be accepted as the deliberate aim ; this may
be achieved by encouraging the development of distinct local
groups or varieties (which ultimately means the establishment
of separate breeds and thus has the same end) or by
drawing on two or more differentiated breeds in deliberate
crossbreeding.
Whatever its direction, the policy of improvement should
be re-examined in relation to the general pattern of the environ-
ment, and the appropriate mating systems and selection
methods chosen according to what is known of their effects,
of which an account has been attempted here.